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“As a brief, clear-cut state- 
ment of world conditions I 
value your news bulletin very 
highly.” 


July 13, 1923. W. B. H. 


Periodical Division, 


Library of Congress, 


Washineton YD. @. 


“T*HE COUNCIL of the League of Na- 
tions has endorsed the report of the 
recent Opium Conference held in Geneva 
and has invited the concurrence of the 
Assembly at its forthcoming meeting in 
September. 

It would appear from the more complete 
reports now in hand of the Opium Confer- 
ence held last month, that certain ad- 
vances however small in the fight for the 
suppression of the opium traffic may be 
recorded. 

The American interpretation of the 
Opium Convention of 1912 was adopted, 
binding the nations anew to take measures 
for the gradual and efficacious suppression 
of the manufacture, the internal traffic in 
and the use of prepared opium “so far as 
conditions allow,” to prohibit the importa- 
tion and exportation of prepared opium as 
soon as possible, and to reduce the produc- 
tion of raw opium to the amount needed 
for medical and scientific purposes (thus 
accepting the American principles on this 
point) » 

In presenting the American proposals, 
Congressman Porter argued convincingly 
that the opium convention should be inter- 
preted as a whole, and thus interpreted 
shows clearly its purpose to restrict the 
use of opium as above outlined.* 

The British Government in India comes 
out publicly for the first time as taking 
the position that the use of raw opium, 
according to the established practice in 
India and its production for such use, is 
not illegitimate under the Convention. The 
British Indian representative, a Scotch- 
man, protested vigorously at being forced 
to record this reservation in writing. 
Certain police regulations looking to- 


* To those who critized the withdrawal of the American 
lelegation as an exhibition of bad manners, it may be of 
nterest to note in passing that the minutes show that Mr. 
Porter had notified the Chairman at the outset of the Con- 
ference that his delegation would withdraw as a matter 
of delicacy when their proposals came up for discussion. 


ward effective forward action were 
adopted. 

A new Conference is recommended, of 
the governments of all states in which 
opium and its derivatives are manufac- 
tured, or raw opium and cocoa leaves are 
produced for export, and also the govern- 
ments holding territories in which the use 
of prepared opium was temporarly con- 
tinued and the government of China, to 
enter into immediate negotiations to con- 
sider whether further agreements could 
be reached to give the fullest possible 
effect to the 1912 Convention. It should 
be noted that the 1912 Convention does 
not limit the production or use of coca 
leaves (although it does limit the manu- 
facture and use of cocaine derived there- 
from). The conference will probably be 
held this fall. 

Perhaps the most important features of 
the Conference were the attending publici- 
ty, the open discussion and the excellent 
presentation of facts and documents. 

Bishop Brent of the American delega- 
tion made an interesting speech in which 
he did not mince words about the opium 
traffic, bringing out clearly that the mod- 
ern danger of addiction from morphine 
arises not only from the poppy fields of 
India, but also of Turkey, Persia and the 
Balkan States. These latter states produce 
opium of higher morphia-content than the 
opium of India, and thus their poppy 
farms are a more serious menace to other 
countries than are those of India. 

Mr. Campbell (India) remarked that the 
Bishop had said “many nasty things in 
the pleasantest possible manner.” 

It is patently true, however, that the 
progress and suppression of the opium 
traffic since 1912 has been slight. Many 
facts have been collected. A fairly effect- 
ive law has been passed in the United 
States reducing the importation by at least 
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75 per cent. But we must face the fact 
that none of the countries involved are 
likely to reduce the production of opium 
and coca leaves and thereby cut their reve- 
nue and interfere with their trade in drugs 
and chemicals until an effective public 
opinion forces such a cut in al] the coun- 
tries by equilateral agreement. There is 
evidence that such public opinion is by way 
of being aroused, especially in the United 
States. The moral issue is fairly simple, 
but there is a long fight ahead, akin to the 
fight for the abolition of slavery. The 
progress made so far has been due to the 
pressure of public opinion. When the 
opium issue becomes such that the good 
will of the world means more to the gov- 
ernments of the producing and exporting 
countries than the income derived from 
production and use, the fight will be won, 
and not before. C. M. 


REMIER BALDWIN, on July 13, made 
his long-expected statement in Parlia- 
ment of the British position towards the 
occupation of the Ruhr. It was mild in 
tone but decisive, and read between the 
lines, presages a modification of French 
policy or separate British action which 
would finally dissolve the fiction of an 
Entente. 

With the recovery of the world in 
danger and peace at stake, said the Pre- 
mier, there is but one ground of diver- 
gence between the Allies, i. e., the best 
means of attaining ends vital to all—rep- 
arations and security. The occupation is 
not calculated to produce these results and 
should be ended “as soon as_ possible.” 
Germany is moving towards chaos and 
England, too, has her devastation—of 
trade and unemployment. 

Mr. Baldwin proposes a joint allied 
reply to the German offer of June 7, ac- 
ceptance of the German offer of an inter- 
allied and neutral commission of experts 
to fix reparations, and remarks that the 
sritish government proposes to draft the 
reply to which it will invite the adherence 
of her Allies. The terms of the note to 
Germany are not hinted at. 

Poincaré has already indirectly declared, 
by his reaffirmation of French policy in a 
speech at Senlis, that the British proposals 
are entirely unacceptable, Italy will prob- 
ably stand with England, Belgium possi- 
bly, although French pressure may force 
her hand. 


The gap is widening. The British draft | 


of the note to Germany will be communi- 
cated to the United States, but official 
Washington has already indicated that it 
feels now as before, that the Administra- 
tion has done “everything it could to be 
helpful” (through Sec. Hughes’ proposals 
of an international financial commission), 
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and that there is no use of again proposing 
such a commission unless it is acceptable 
to France. Thus indirectly but actually 
by its policy of waiting, is the United 
States playing France’s game. C. M. 


British martial law in Egypt, which has 
been in force since 1914, was abolished on 
July 5. Under the proclamation, two hun- 
dred and fifty political prisoners were re- 
leased, while a committee consisting of 
Egyptian and English judges will consider 
other cases periodically and advise the 
Egyptian Government regarding further 
releases. Further provisions of the In- 
demnity Act provide for the continuance 
of the administration by British authori- 
ties, under the Versailles and other peace 
treaties, of enemy property in Egypt and 
include confirmation of the taking over by 
the British of various military camps and 
aerodromes, with the understanding, how- 
ever, that certain aspects of this question 
will be negotiated by the two govern- 
ments. 

The Washington Treaties 


The French Senate on July 11 ratified 
the naval treaties and the Pacific Pact by 
a vote of 287 to 3, without reservations. 


—And a New Naval Base 


Interesting discussions have arisen in 
the British Parliament over the proposal 
to erect a new naval base at Singapore 
which certain members have challenged 
as a violation of the spirit of the Washing- 
ton treaty, and one which might lead to a 
renewal of competition in armaments. 
Viscount Haldane inquired why the base 
was wanted and against whom directed. 
“Easy to ask” replied the government 
spokesman, “but difficult to answer dis- 
creetly.” 

It appears that the proposal was first 
approved by the Cabinet in June, 1921, but 
was not communicated to the governments 
taking part in the Washington Conference 
that fall, nor was it there discussed. 


A Telegram. 
League of Free Nations Association,* 

3 West 29th St., New York, N. Y. 

Due to our successful recruiting cam- 
paign the War Department has just in- 
creased our quota of students for citizens 
military training camps. One thousand 
more students may apply for the splendid 
facilities of these camps during August. 
All expenses paid by government. Will 
you as an expression of your fine patriot- 
ism make final effort to get eligible young 
men to apply to Army Headquarters, Gov- 
ernor’s Island, New York. 

R. L. BULLARD, 
July 16, 1923. Major General, U.S. A. 


* Resolved (March, 1921) into the Foreign Policy As- 


sociation. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 


me PE igre 


